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House and Senate. While we didn’t pass 
a bill coming out of that exercise, we 
did agree on several things that will 
allow us to avoid putting pressure on 
the end of the year that leads to these 
continuing resolutions and these omni-
buses that are generating more and 
more debt. 

The third thing is, we are done with 
Agencies’ excess spending. This year, 
the Department of Defense has pro-
vided—the first ever in U.S. history— 
its own internal financial audit. There 
was a law written in 1981 that said this 
was required, but nobody has ever 
forced that to happen. Secretary 
Mattis and President Trump have 
forced that to happen. Over the next 
couple of years, we will be digesting ex-
actly what they are finding in that in-
ternal audit. We can’t get a turnaround 
if we don’t know what is going on with 
the outflows, and that is exactly what 
we are doing in the Department of De-
fense. 

So make this known, that President 
Trump says: Yes, we have increased 
spending to get our readiness back, to 
recap our military, and to develop the 
capability we need to protect this 
country. But at the same time, he is 
holding the Department of Defense ac-
countable for every single red cent it 
spends, and the first step of that is this 
internal audit. 

As a member of the Armed Services 
Committee and the Budget Com-
mittee—this is in the wheelhouse of 
those two committees, and I can state 
that every single member, Democratic 
and Republican, is interested in that 
audit and how it can make us much 
more productive and efficient in terms 
of how we spend taxpayer money. 

The fourth is, after 8 years of arguing 
about the healthcare insurance plans 
for the individual market, which is 
about 21 million people, we need to 
start talking about the underlying cost 
drivers of our spiraling healthcare 
costs. 

Lastly, the fifth and final thing we 
have to do to address this debt over the 
next 20 to 30 years is that we imme-
diately have to save the Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, and Medicaid Programs 
for our recipients who need those bene-
fits, but we also have to secure them 
for the future. 

There are solutions out there. That is 
the good news today. The bad news is, 
yes, the spiraling debt is still with us. 
It is absolutely the No. 1 threat to our 
national security; there is no doubt 
about that. I believe that, and Sec-
retary Mattis believes that. Prior 
Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
believe that. We have to get the polit-
ical will to face the American people 
and to tell us all that we have to have 
a plan over the next 20 or 30 years that 
will absolutely bring this back into 
reason. 

One of my great colleagues in this 
body, a Democrat, Senator SHELDON 
WHITEHOUSE from Rhode Island, has an 
idea to go out in the future and pick a 
certain date, agree on the debt as a 

percentage of GDP, and then move 
backwards with a guardrail plan on a 
roadmap to today to allow us to get 
there over time. I am in full support of 
that. He has been a big ally in this ef-
fort to rein in the debt and to develop 
a budget process that is sensible. 

Mr. President, it is clear to me that 
after 4 years in this body, we have 
made some progress on this but not 
nearly enough. In 6 short years, one of 
our major trust funds, one of the major 
pillars of our social safety net system, 
the Medicare system—that trust fund 
goes to zero. 

We deserve better than this. Demo-
crats and Republicans both agree on 
that. What we have to do now is trans-
late that into cooperation on this floor 
this next year; to talk about com-
promise, to find ways to get through 
the extreme positions this town and 
the media really encourage us to take. 

Behind the scenes—behind that door 
right there—you know and I know we 
talk in a different way than we do 
when we are in front of the media. I be-
lieve, behind that door right there, lies 
the solutions to most of these prob-
lems, where we can be cooperative and 
find common solutions to these prob-
lems. 

The last thing I will say is this. This 
country is not bankrupt. We have 
about $130 trillion of future unfunded 
liabilities. If you just look at the next 
30 years, that is true. Fortunately, 
though, on the other side of the bal-
ance sheet, we have some people esti-
mate well more than $250 trillion of as-
sets. 

The question is, Do we have the will 
to address the debt problem over some 
reasonable period of time using our as-
sets and our productive capability to 
make this country stable and finan-
cially strong again? Not only do the 
citizens of the United States deserve 
this and need this, the rest of the world 
needs us. We are the most philan-
thropic country in the history of the 
world. Yet that is jeopardized by this 
intransigence that continues in this 
city. 

I am an optimist, and I believe we 
will solve this. We have a good many 
new Members coming into this body 
next year—some great Members who 
are retiring—but it is time this moves 
up in our priority chain, where this is 
the No. 1 crisis that we begin to deal 
with. 

I believe the best days of America are 
ahead because this problem has solu-
tions, and we have plenty of resources 
to do it. It just depends on the political 
will. 

Let me say this too. I believe, with a 
Democratic-controlled House, a Repub-
lican-controlled Senate, and a Repub-
lican in the White House, the American 
people have sent a message to Wash-
ington saying: OK, guys, it is time. 
This is one of the priorities. 

We will see in this next year if the 
House decides to legislate or they de-
cide to investigate. 

I yield the floor. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECESS 

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
stand in recess subject to the call of 
the chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 4:05 p.m., 
recessed until 6:09 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. YOUNG). 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ORRIN HATCH 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as a 
President pro tempore emeritus, I 
would like to recognize the retirement 
of the Senate’s current President pro 
tempore, Senator ORRIN HATCH. Sen-
ator HATCH and I have both had the 
privilege of representing our constitu-
ents for more than four decades. He has 
fought for the interests of Utah and his 
constituents throughout his career. 

Senator HATCH has shown a commit-
ment to his beliefs. As both a chairman 
and ranking member of the Judiciary 
Committee during my tenures in both 
posts, we have had more than one occa-
sion to partner, to spar, and to share a 
laugh. Once we even exchanged ties. I 
gave him a Jerry Garcia one, and he 
gave me a Rush Limbaugh tie. 

He will be remembered here in the 
Senate as a respected colleague. 

I wish Senator HATCH, his wife, 
Elaine, their six children, and all his 
family the best. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BILL NELSON 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, Senator 
NELSON is the only Member of this 
body to see the Earth from space. Per-
haps that is why he has been a cham-
pion of our environment, our climate, 
clean air and water, both here in the 
United States, and for the entire plan-
et. 

Senator NELSON has said that seeing 
our little planet suspended in the infin-
ity of space imparted him ‘‘with a pro-
found sense of obligation to become a 
better steward for our planet Earth.’’ 
He has never shirked that obligation. 
Whether urgently warning about the 
dangers of a quickly warming planet or 
about the importance of conserving 
wildlife and our natural spaces, Sen-
ator NELSON has long understood that 
the health of our children and grand-
children depends on our responsible 
stewardship of our planet today. What 
is more, Senator NELSON understands 
that confronting climate change is not 
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